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by nearly 400 delegates not merely as invited individuals, but as representatives of
the many important political and labour organizations from all parts of the word,
most of them (the organizations) affiliated to the League. 'If during these two
years we have lost "friends" like Lansbury, who at the first Congress distinguished
himself by shedding tears while waxing eloquent over the condition of the Indians,
Egyptians and Chinese oppressed and exploited by British imperialism ; if the
Kuo Min Tang has openly allied itself with the imperialists, and if several of the
so-called nationalist organisations in colonial lands have partially or wholly
capitulated to the imperialists", continued Munzenburg, "we are more than
compensated by the affiliation of the Russian Trade Unions representing the class
conscious working masses of the one anti-imperialist state in the world and the
awakening of the peasants and workers in the colonial countries who have
begun to discover that without the complete destruction of capitalistic imperialism
their material conditions cannot be improved and who have not failed to draw
conclusions from the retreat all along the line made by the nationalist leaders.".
The desertation of false friends, veiled imperialists, vacillators and conciliators,
inevitable as the anti-imperialist struggle passes from the stage of words to that
of action, can only strengthen the League and enhance its use and value for
struggling the masses all over the world.
"James Maxton whose faltering tone and worried expression made obvious
that he was not unconscious of the glaring inconsistency between his position as
Chairman of the Independent Labour Party of Great Britain and President of
the League Against Imperialism, in his opening speech, proclaimed more to the
surprise than to the satisfaction of the audience, that he stood for the complete
independence of India and that in the campaign of the imperialists against the
Soviet Union, the latest phase of it being the attempt of the Nanking Goverment,
at the instigation of the European imperialists and Japan, to draw Russia into a
war, his sympathy was entirely on the side of the Soviet Union. But having no
misconceptions about the constitution and character of the Independent Labour
Party and not ready to fight openly his party on fundamental issues, he hurriedly
added that he was not prepared to accept responsibility of any organization not
affiliated to the anti-imperialist league. In making this btatement he only
endorsed and justified the attack made against him and the League last week in the
press service of the Labour and Socialist International,
"The role of the Independent Labour Party and the Left Wing Social
Democracy in the anti-imperialist struggle and the insincerity of their leaders,
calculated to serve the purpose of prolonging the life of the imperialist Labour
Government and to corrupt the movement for independence in the colonies, formed
the central theme of the discussions which ensued. Speaker after speaker got
up and exposed the hypocritical policy pursued by the Independent Labour
Party.
"The first shot was fired by Melichansy^ Secretary of the All-Russian Union
of Textile Workers. In a frank, spirited and for a Russian, short speach, he laid
bare the real character of the Independent Labour Party as judged by its actions
and not professions and maintained that the time has come for all engaged in
the anti-imperialist struggle not in an academic way, but actively, to know who
their real friends and who their foes, particularly the veiled once are. The
same sentiments, in language more direct, were expressed by Mr. Saklatvala
visibly by his defeat at thegeneral election, and Chinese, Indian, Indoneston and
Negro delegates.
"The most impressive and at the same time the most illuminating speech
was that delivered by Harry Politt while leading the discussion on the War
Danger. Rapidly and with astonishing clarity surveying the anti-imperialist struggle
in Britain, Germany, Bulcans, India, China, Indonesia, Africa and America and
analysing the factors responsible for this struggle, he stated that if in spite of
the heroic fight put by European, Aisatic and American workers the basis of
imperialis has not been shaken jto any visible extent, it is due to two important
canses, namely, the reactionary rolfe of the nationalist :bourgeoise in the oppressed
lands and the imperialist character of all sections of the International

